Power structure and Local Administration of The Zamorins of Calicut .
Dr. N.M. Nampoothiri

.(Part of a detailed study @amorins Administration is Reproduced here.The vordter
publication is MALABAR STUDIEShe early and medieval geo political situationd the
influence of political interferences on societythe area are analysed in the Book .lt is a
Pioneering study done undbe UGC Project Cultural Geography and habitat of
Bharathappuzha river valley Submitted to UGC in2002

The evaluation of many factors show tia&t growth of settlements, emergence of Local
powers, well established single families with ideaces of architectural specialities,
worshipping system, family set up and Economic blaoke are seen highly distributed in the
Zamorins land . It is in a highly segmented patter all aspects .THE sitution provided a
separate identity to the land and peopleof KerdWalayalanadu is a collection of micro-
segments of enormous factors integrated into arai@cgStructure due to some evolutionary
bonds of political power, economic structure andtems and manners. The following subjects
are related to the topic under discussion. Theydiseussed in detail in the project report .and in
the book “KERALA SAMSKARAM AKAVUM PURAVUM” authored by this
scholar(Publ:Central co- Operative Store ,UnivgrsitCalicut.2002)

(1)Migrations of non- Vedic groups of people
(2) Migrations of Vedic groups
(3) Groups of people who are involved in trade, cm@rce and such activities
other than agriculture and temple cantered landradtration.

Il (1) Early political divisions, rulers and their agties - Kulasekharas of
Mahodayapuram and their feudatories called utayav
(2) The emergence dfitaiavars and Lokers of the area under the titlar®apams
(3)Emergence of restructured political administtatnachinery with very high stress on
temple centers and Ceerical administrative groups
(4) Land administration during the Utaiavar rule
(5) Emergence of social hierarchies based on iitvestfunctions distributing
power , economic authority, hereditary right andcsal customs and manners
(6) Spreading of caste rigidity and caste hieraghi
(7) Degeneration of politically centralized admtrasion and disintegration of society
due to the emergence of widespread centripetalesorof feudal families in
overwhelming number
(8) Formation of a high segmented and fragmented soaret its evolutionary stages.
(9) Segmented land ownership patterns,
(10) Decentralization opower structure of Utaiavars,
(1) Emergence of innumerable local power strucsudeep rooted in customs and
manners,
(12) Hereditary rights and centralisation of moaeg power in ‘feudal’ families



(13) Changes of village structure and early tresfdgrbanization
(14) Original settlements and the people /Supepsiin ofnew village pattern over old

The major question is how the social, eooiep cultural and political aspects pointed out
by various scholars emerged out and how the reduftrce acted as a catalyst in the
restructuring of the society and culture. The dgcaédways changes and transforms due to the
vertical and horizontal forces acted upon it. Byrelating all the aspects and corroborating
them with observations and findings of differenanches of knowledge, we may be able to
obtain some glimpses of the organic nature of tlegligival society and its major evolutionary
stages.

Advanced investigations:

The chieftaincies and other political powtuctures that emerged in Kerala , their
interferences and forces on the society Etc arlyzedin this background. The problems of
power structure and the function of factors ofsdtrecture during the medieval period is clearly
visible in the rule of Zamorin of Calicut. The system was@fiely implemented by 13th
c.AD as evidenced by the Muccunti inscription ahRirakkoon, the ancestor of Zamorins of
Calicut. This means the Utaiyavar system existethduhe second Chera period gradually
emerged out as Local Chieftaincies with great Rawthin a very short period after the fall of
the second Cheras . The epigraph is seen in Muaowsijue, one of the Nuclei of Calicut
port. The permissions landed properties and prgegaiven to the Muslim traders through this
inscription has its roots in the second Chera pefithe second Cheras had given such
previleges to Christians and Jews in 849 AD &0@D AD at Quilon and Cranganore ports
respecti vely. This shows that the strategical &iram of maritime trade activities of
chieftaincies had earlier prototypes. The sitmais that tracing back these problems to
Chera period throwlgght to Chera system of maritime trade which hasyet been fully
brought to light. The Chera epigraphs reveal thatrlers had given privileges to
representatives of foreign religions, who werewactnaritime traders. The leader of the
Christian community was given permission to essiibiheir Church at Quilon; the leaders of
the Jews were also given such privileges. Pukitorg the ancestor of Zamorins of Calicut,
had followed the system, distributing privilegeddgaders of Muccanti Mosque .And later they
gave official status to Kadi ,the head of Calicudddque, in ceremonial rituals followed by
chieftaincy.The leader of the Muslims was givengtatus "Sahabandar Koya" through
investiture function and encouraged the communityaritime trade. This official was head of
the port, as evidenced by the Chinese recordstbfai®l 14th centuries.

(Recent case study of Vaniamkulam and lgppara swaroopam reveals th@heras of Cranganore had Nakarams and
Nakaratars widely spread .pread over in interredsr) .

The investiture ceremony itself is clearly desaibe later records of the Zamorins archives(See
Akavvum puravum :STHANAROHANAREKHAKAL Gen:Edt:N.M.Ampoothiri  Vallathol
vidyapeedom sukapuram Edappal). The reciprocite Iethat, the system was evolved by second
Cheras and with necessary changes, continued aveter periods by chieftaincies. Some kind of
investiture functions of ritualistic character mighad been there when Cheras distributed such
privileges to Christians and Jewish leaders. This mot yet been known and hence remains to be
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unearthed. The major differences in the area detraticed at present in the comparison of Cheras
and Zamorins are:

1. The Calicut Kaati (leader of the religious group anosques at the port) and Sahabandar Koya
are part part and parcel of the Zamorins administrawith hereditary rights and ritualistic
status ..

2. The hereditary right evolved from the 'Kula' systeristed during Sangam period had been
carried over to generations and through which 'Belkhara' system flourished far and wide. The
factor obtained ritualistic and political stabiliby [2th c¢. AD. The system reveals incorporation
of religions other than those existed in the mamdlwith the religious hierarchies of the land.
This fusion process achieved high momentum durregadministrative restructuring effected
on strategic and maritime trade prospective meadw¢he Zamorins of Calicut.

3. The range of the fusion is very importanit. Thei€ldl Koya according to chinese references
was a leader of Persian Muslim community settle@alicut port. He and his followers were
seen obtained land and port facilities along witbrshipping centres on south western part
(Nirurtikon) of the port city and capita] (Rajadlfaas per vastu scriptures. The family, with
hereditary rights still exists close to Muccundi $dae. Zamorin's rule evidences that maritime
trade itself was based on religious ritualistic eimsions. There are instances which prove that
trade decisions and related correspondences wede wa the disciplines of Hindu religious
ritualistic ceremonies. The chieftain with all rbysraphernalia. seated in front oflighted
lamp in the midst of all officials. He writes latteto Mecca and decides to send ships to Mecca.
In the same way. the investiture ceremony of Sahabatolga and Kaati by name handing
over of 'Talekkettu' (turban for wearing on headhvall royal status is also seen. The Calicut
Koya was given the privilege to stand on left sifithe Zamorin. when he attended
Mamamkam festival at Tirunavaya temple in the Niler valley. The problem of cultural
fusion of Nila river valley is thus powerfully intelated to Zamorins political strategies.

From the foregoing discussions it is clear thay attempt to understand the cultural
geography and related aspects of the area undbr stust be done taking due consideration of
the geopolitical background of the early and meali@eriod.

Power Structure of Zamorins of CahcutA Case Study of Chieftaincy:

Many factors of habitat are involved in thewth of the power structure of Zamorins of
Calicut. Their first intention was to establish@tpat Calicut. This intention is described in the
trad itional history. It is said that the ancestorZamorins got two locations at Calicut as a gift
from the Cheraman Perumal, the locations weretgpsaal and a temple. As noted above, they
started maritime trade with the support of Muslimmenunity at Calicut and Calicut port
flourished. Saltpan is a signifier of the tradeiaiies. The "temple" signifies their temple
centered land administration. They conquered thé Niver valley and an elaborate
administrative system was introduced in the aresatisfy the need of their port and trade.

Area of Territorial land
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Zamorin's land extended from Panthalayani Kol(@uilanther of Arabian travellers) on the
north of Calicut port, to Paravur near Cranganut goring the early part of 15th Century. The
area is identified based on the Zamorin's recdodghe first time.In Chapter 13 of the above
work. apart from the boundaries of the Zamorinsl]acheiftaincies who accepted his Suzernity
along with local ruling families and their politiggower are also identified. Their locations and
area under their control is also found out. Theilfabased power distribution there form
various hierarchical structures and all these faototh reference to Nila river valley is entered
in cultural maps, statistical tables and historgedgraphy is analysed. The observations reveal
that all-historical interpretations, records atigeo source materials. etc. are brought to light fo
the first time. There are many pyramidical struesuof power distributed in the Zamorin's land.
The apex of the whole structure was Zamorin's fgmildi Zamorin as the heaJd of the family
and state. Family members had separate titlesdctleanams. There were five Sthanams in th-e
apex structure. The Sthanis themselves formed thairsystems for administration and they
imparted power according to the duties allottethean. The Eral pad, the heir apparent of
Zamorins, had a separate portion of land to rutee©Sthanis of the family had various
important duties. The Zamorins, with the help @& Sthanis formed the highest ruling group
of the land. Eralpads territory was on the bankiit river. The territory once belonged to
Vettom, Valluvanad. Nedumpurayur Nadu, NedungakWatmganadu and
other smaller chieftaincies. Zamorin's conquereddrea before 14th cAD. A very significant
fact is that, the major purpose of conquest wastim®texpansion of land,. but for acquiring
fertile paddy fields of the river valley. Land norof river valley was not so fertile in paddy
production. To overcome the deficiency of paddyahaexed the land of Vettom, Valluvanad,
Nedunganad, Palakkad and Venganad except Kavilapraa. Thus the production of paddy
and fertility of the land was the major factor whicempted Zamorins to conduct various wars
during 15th and 16th century AD with local chiefigi This, in turn reveals the nature of
habitat, production and reasons behind the numemnass and peculiar geopolitical
developments in the valley.

Another reason for acquiring the land was protspef internal as well as external trade
relations. The Palghat gap formed the major opetonthe western parts of Western Ghats,
which promoted trade and various migrations. Therrsystem Nila had its eastern part in the
Palakkat gap and it had its port at Ponnani, onWestern coast. By annexing the valley to
Zamorin's land, the chieftain had controlled tredé and port, and the eastern Palghat gap in
the Ghats, to promote trade. The undulated natutbeoNila river \ alley, land, hills, forests
and such other natural facilities were there tdoenthe collection of commercial products such
as cash crops and forest produces of Western Ghatsidering this, he evolved a peculiar
administrative system with Ara (granary) and TuPar( and Ghats) as two major parts of the
system. Thus, he controlled the Granaries andtlafirdactors related to them under the power
system “Ara” .He controlled internal, external ammhritime trade under the power system
“Tura”.

Power Structure Hierarchy:

The hierarchical structure of Port and Lanchidstration is analysed in two chapters of the
book mentioned earlier (Ch: 11-12) More than fiftyestiture ceremonies with the ritualistic
details are elaborately discussed in these chaptdrish is supported by records related to



5

15th to 18th centuries AD. These records are brotglight for the first time Thedifferent
aspects of the system such as economic, ritual@twer distribution. etc. are all discussed at
grass root level. In each function it is seen thahber of families involved vary between 150
and 200, and large amount of money is disburseteasditary right. The system of rule
completely depends on hereditary right.

The earliest record (If investiture ceremonglased 1580 AD. The titles given in such earliest
instance are seen mentioned in much earlier recéhiss the system was fully developed and
was in force at least a century earlier. This medamorins sway over Nila river \'alley was
complete by 1400 AD. This is possible only aftex #mnexation of the territories mentioned
earlier and establishment of a stable governme@ahtut. Thus, the Zamorins might have
established at Calicut by 1350 AD or in the midofi¢he 14" c AD.

Study of foreign notices of Malabar relatedluinese travelers reveal that there was a stable
government, well planned city, port and administeatoffices at Calicut by 1350 AD. The
Chinese references on Calicut trade are put torieal analysis for the first time at this stage of
the work.

The analysis throws some light on the relabetween political administration , religious
activities and temple centered Ara and Tura or tigali power structure. Zamorins
implementation of all types of ruling factors wassbd on temple set up. There were more than
300 temples in the river valley. These were undeerBkals, an administrative unit almost
equivalent to the present taluk. Cherikkals wetedivided into Desom, Tara, Angadi (market)
etc. for maintaining revenue system, different tygetoll collections, local law and order,
village army system named as Lokar, village traasucalled Ara, etc. Cherikkal was the
largest unit, and the head of administration of ritkals was called Talacarnor. There were
Koymas, Talakkappu nayar, Patanayar and numerbes officials to collect tolls, revenue and
to look after law and order. All these official thg were distributed to a large number of
aristocratic families distributed far and wide e tvalley. The right was conferred
Upon them through investiture ceremonies underdinect presence of Zamorin himself.
Many signifiers like sword, turbans, head cloth,buella and such other items were given
during the ceremony. Specific duties were alsatakbto them as written documents. The right
vested in them to rule the land was basedhereditary system, customs and manners and
religious ritualistic disciplines. These familiegth rights to collect revenue ,to maintain local
army men, to look after law and order and templmiatstration enabled them to centralize
money, land, control of religious activities andtmms to themselves.Kerala model of feudal
set up was gradually evolved out.

The studies on Nila river valley Geo-politick nedieval period thus clearly brought out
through the analysis of Zamorins records and ahiailable manuscripts collected. throw lime

light on enormous factors related to social fororaand cult..
tural evolution of the area. Based on these obsensthe basic structure of politi-

cal system and interrelations of power and cultural@ian are identified. Since Zamorins rule

has its sway over two thirds of the states arfearn Parur to Quilandy - the system is to be
taken as the preliminary basic system existed imaldein generalof course with local

variations. The following major observations on glwever system are given below.



Court:aasthaanam

There was a court system at the Baa€alicut with two integral parts
. (@) Pyramidical structure of Kovilakom (palace¢mbers as Sthanis (status holders)
which included five Sthanam ;The Zamorins, (crowkend)) was the apex of the structures.

(b) There were court ministers by name "Kovilakonaryasthar® or "Ashtanam
Karyasthar" Tammepanicker (head of Kalari and lpkénto gave training to soldiers, palace
members and various Cherickal administrators ircifenand sword fighting), Paranambi,(the
second one had duties related to revenue colleatidnlocal wars.)Tinayanchery Elayath,( the
third one had also duties like revenue collectibrsame specific items and had some control
over the treasuries by name Ara existed in varpads of the land). Mangatt achan — the
important status holder -was the head of the K&aaekwith overall Charge of administration of
law and order, Palace functions collection of rexeriemple administration, etc.

(c) There was a Port officer by name SahabandeaKofio acted as the chief
accountant of Port at Calicut and had general eéhafgnaritime trade and sub ports.

(d) Valamkaichettis and Itamkai Chettis were inrgeesof internal trade activities.

(e) There were representatives of Brahmins, Naydesions, Menokis and many other
groups of higher caste as functionaries at thet¢Qapital at Calicut) called "Asthanam" (head
quarters).

Thus the functionaries of the government headgugmat Calicut was a group of
Aristocratic families with vast power to rule thantls. It consisted of two parts, the Kovilakam
Sthanis (members of the royal family) and Asthariarnakkars (heads of various famillies
with traditional rights and hereditary rights). Bamember had specific duties, and necessary
administrative powers and functions to implemeasirtdecisions based on tradition. hereditary
rights and customs and manners according to rekgaisciplines. Zamorin was thus only a
ritualistic head\ with crown and special rightfieTactual political powers were vested in the
Asthanam Sthanis and Kovilakam Sthanis.

Hierarchy of Administrative divisions:

(&) The admininistration of the territory waene in a two-fold way and they are
interrelated whenever necessary. The largest @mitdministrative division was Cherikkal and
the head of the Cherikkal was Cherikkal KaryasthBalacharnor, Charnor or Chantor. This
was the title existed even during Sangham age wdhécioted a soldier or hero. “Tala” means
head. Chantor means a soldier. Thus as evidenceadvbegtiture ceremonies conducted by
Zamorins Charnor was the head of soldiers or LoKara was the unit of settlements of the
Lokar. The Lokar and Their Head had sword as thal®y this capacity which was handed
over to him during the investiture ceremony. Katlgas means one who administers the area .
Cherikkal land consisting of Devaswom (temple laaghd Zamorins' own property were
administered by Cherikkal Karyasthan. There weitsuike Angadi (market) Tara (Settlement
of Soldiers who were trained in fencing) apart fr@som . Janam seems to have some
relation to Kalarithara, a fencing ground for fergicenters. His office was temples where
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granaries, treasuries and protective forces westeglk Ara (granary for collecting paddy and
other products and for keeping the collected

money in cash) Kalam (farm house or granaries)katdri (training center of fencing) co-
existed in temple premises. Pattom (lease) wasybiem of revenue collection. A share of
paddy produced by the landholders was collectédeatemple called Devaswam. Elaborate
rituals are seen in collecting this share. Theseri&kal Karyasthans also looked after Law
and order problems.

(b) There wer82 Cherikkals, 4 Brahmaswams (temple centred proseofie

'‘Brahmins with specific rules for the use of revenand 28 Devaswams under Zamorins Asthanam.
All these 64 units were under the TalacharnorstweriRkal Karyasthans. Each family of Talacarnor
had hereditory right and succession right. Thuditicmally the hereditary right became the rule of
the land . There was the succession right to famiynbers called 'Ananthiravar’. There were also
'sthanams' to them and they received specific slatiel money for their rights from the rulers' fund.
More than three hundred families existed on the Niter valley as Sthanis. Temple was the centre
of administration, and rule of law was decided hg members or 'sthanis' of families in each
Cherikkal. The revenue accounts were forwarded tithakem, deducting various expenditures for
administrations by the Cherikka] Karyasthans. Dethidescriptions and accounts of paddy and
money collected are available in the records. Heheesconomic background and the management
of land and money can be studied. Such recordgur rigorous research for the first time.

Interferences of Power and Greot Culture:

It is clear that the Zamorin's rule existed dgri5th to 19th c. AD in the Nila river valley. The
valley comprises of 15 to 20 Cherikkals- and mbenttwenty Devaswams and all Brahmaswams.
Thus the analysis of the political interferenc&amorins in the area under study was a major
factor in the social and cultural formation of mea. The analysis gives an exhaustive and grass
root level understanding of the social and cultsitlations of the area during medieval period.
The caste system became highly rigid and many €asiginated due to the Titles distributed by
the royal family. Menon, Tantan, Eluthachan and ynaore are seen as the outcome of this
situation also. Most of the functionaries in thenaastration were the Brahmins, Nayars, temple
communities and many upper classes. Thus the Asth&@thanis and Cherikka] Sthanis and
official groups formed a socially upper class. vaezided the law of the land, customs, traditions
and socia] activities. All these formed the landners or land users abe&came economically
well, the powerful groups. These groups utiliseglébonomy .of land .. Since the administration
was temple centered, cultural activities of the imeal society were also revolved around the
temple. This brought many Sanskritic traditionsudf literature, painting, dancing, music and
many otherl visual arts and the like. The trenchobrporating the folk arts in temple rituals
making expenditure out of royal fund is also anant@nt factor. But the upper class totally was
promoting Great culture. Thus Kathakali, Koothu ukyattam, Mohiniyattam and the like were
nurtured and promoted by wealthy ruling aristocréimilies. Thus the analysis of the medieval
political situations in the valley give very impant cultural informations. These are to be put to
quantitative and qualitative analysis with the hef various types of frequencies, mapping and
data registers.



Integration of Little Culture:

(c) Great culture of Sanskrit was powerfully spreadr the area with the help of royal
patronage or political support. Temples of Secohdr@ period were comparatively less in
number in the area. But there were shrines andhiyapig centers like '‘Kaavu' highly spread
on the valley. The transformation of these certtetke line of Great culture was the major
trend created by the rule of chieftaincies durimgmedieval period. Many festivals like
pooram, pooyam etc existed in the area as agrralifiestivals. The festivals were incorporated
to these newly transformed Shrine temples as tefaptevals of which Vedic and Tantric
ritualistic systems were already introd uced. Téregles, of earlier non Vedic worshipping
system thus became centers from where great catgddhakthicult spread over the valley.
The Pooram, Pooyam, Talappoli and the like were la¢sl changed their folk trends and ideas
with the introduction of some factors of politiggdwer, and Sanskritic cultural streams. Thus
the impact of Great culture on the social set uhefarea must be rigorously analyzed to
separate the streams of Great culture and its edopoultural and all other influences.

Centralisation of Economy :

(d) As enumerated earlier, there was a tergreered administration of villages under
Zamorins. It is believed that the land generallynerghip as ‘janmam' right was with Brahmins
and chieftaincy alone. There are so many instatoacpsove that janmam right' existed in other
sectors of caste hierarchy. A conspicuous examspéland ownership records of Lokanarkavu
temples. which proves that Nairs also had janmaht.rit is to be noted that number of Nair
families were very high compared to royal familesl Brahmin families and other temple
communities. These Nair families had the right Bansword, a symbol of political power with
army headship. These families had enormous stlittesmand legal and traditional rights. They
had succession rights too. Thus, janma right od &rd political capacity helped them to
acquire enormous wealth under the pretext of lamimistration as representatives of royal
families and Brahmaswams and Devawoms. The hetitedAsthanam Karyasthan, Mangat
Achan acquired wealth in these capacities and tereecords, which prove the handing over
of lands to temples and royal cheiftancy. Apartrfrihese they were the actual holders of land
under pattom or lease system, Thus. the familiescgated with political power - Brahmins,
Nairs and other temples communities had enormbasaes to acquire and centralize landed
properties under them. along with various incomeh ss custom duties, tolls etc. These
families thus emerged as wealthy local politicatsjrwhich made decisions. related to the
whole society to a large exten

Emergence of Tarawads and Social Fragmentation:

(e) An important aspect of this family systemswhat, they acquired wealth and
maintained it under "joint family" system. We hawesee that the origin of joint family
system in the Zamorins land was directly relateth&opolitical power of chieftancies. In the
investiture ceremonies we see that all privilegegerred upon the Sthani’s where stable
and rigid, the basic rules to be observed weratioac hereditary right, succession right,
customs and manners and religious scriptures. Hadthvacquired by the Sthanis was to be
protected. For that also family had to obey thesdest Each Sthani family had enormous
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landed properties etc., and the management o wiis done by the head of the family -
the eldest man of the family members who had tjiet to impose political decisions too.
But it is seen that there were more than 50 'Aremathars’ who also had succession rights as
some privileges conferred upon the family head.sTlthis right was an approved one by all
means. This particular dimension of the politicaver - intrusion and interference of
certain aspects of political power the privacyashilies- had the basic root in
“Purushantaram “a hereditary right, which produpmeat family system. Enormous "joint
family" units were there in the valley, supported goromoted by royal power. This
peculiar system was criticized by men of letterkater periods. M.T. Vasudevan Nair, the
Jnanapeedom laureate and many others had this thajoe in their novels and poems. The
term "Taravaditham' (a kind of aristocracy) evoleed of it. It is to be remembered that the
'tara’ was a unit of Soldier settlement, or LoKaokar', the Zamorins soldier groups have
village units called Tara and largest part of tHes&ar' included Nair youths. This
‘Tharavadittam' had a special meaning too - vdidheyouth and status of heroes. One of
the greatest poets in Malayalam Itasseri Govindain,idade drastic remarks against this
system through his poems. Even in the middle dh £8ntury, poet Kunchan Nambiar, who
is the father of visual art 'Tullal’,. had wrjttagainst these features and made 'satirical
remarks against this kind of "royal rule" and vakhup. Itasseri and the concept of
PONNANI KALARI becomes an important point of dissie here. Many more instances
in the expressions of art forms, architecture etctlaere to be noted here. This important
aspect of the Sthani rule thus paved the way to foisocial hierarchy based on Wealth,
Power, Customs and manners, and Religious scriptlifaus, theigid caste system came
into force in Kerala has some relations to tHea&hi ruleThe Caste System two broad
divisions.

(A) A large group related to temples and royal adstiation. This included castes like
Nampoothiris (Brahmins in general) Nairs (includihgkar) temple communities (Labour
groups of temple function and functionaries of té&asp

(B) A very large group of people who were set aparnfadl privileges received by the group
‘A, this class of people were labourers of markptdaces, temples, joint families, sthanis,
aristocratic families, and agricultural labourerddter periods,

the interaction between group' A' and group' B'dgedly became impossible and caste rigidity
made various social feuds and frictions. Later R&ssubstantiate this view related to social
activities and social formation.

(f) Social systems like 'Bhrashtu' (adultery) adda®acharas of Brahmins described in the
Sankara smruti. a traditional religious scriptutike dos and donl's of castes defined in the
traditional history Keralolpathi are all the outnoe of the peculiar geopolitical dimensions.

(g) Matrilineal system of the succession right bl has deep roots in the above medieval
social evolution.

Lokar and Army System:
(h) It is to be specially mentioned that the armstem of the royal chieftancy had various

influences in the formation of the society. As ni@méd earlier, there was only "lokar" as soldiers
to participate in local wars. They were entrustéhwthe duty to fight against foreign attacks too.
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These 'lokar' groups had only traditional trainind<alari or fencing. Even in 18th century, they
used "Ampum Villum" (Bows and Arrows) for fightinggainst foreign armies of Dutch and
Portugese.

(NThese groups were widely distributed in cherdkaihd they were called &ssemble
whenever;.: war occurs. These groups were underdiigol of Cherikkal karyasthas and large
aristocratic families, who used them for their ogain. This type of army systems brought many
clashes in villages also. The system helped ontgg@rowth of wealth and power to the large
families of which Zamorins was only a ritualistiedd, even helpless to fight against enemies. The
situation was supportive to foreigners like; Pouige Dutch. French and English and they gradually
became super political powers. The internal systes thus highly fragmented, which brought
foreign supremacy in the land.

() The Lokar are seen assembling in the name Kkattam' in the viJlage and
Nattukuttom in festivals like Mamankam. Thus thesacepts explain end in traditional history is
a fact, but with crucial difference in nature.

The Suppressed class:

As mentioned earlier, there were large grodpgseople mentioned under group 'B' as labour
classes without land or social privileges. Theda@sords prove that many of them had been sold
along with land, as a transfer of labour undemtée land owner. These classes were the lowest of
the social hierarchy. They were the actual prodioépaddy, cash crops and various items for the
group' A'. The Rate of production was high, as enakd by temple festivals, family rituals,
coronation ceremonies, investiture ceremoniesfatoyal families, aristocratic families and sthani
families. The lease records prove that large gtyaotipaddy was collected as revenue from the
lease holders of land and the holders were graugtei higher classes of group 'A'. The situation
points out that, the lowest groups in the sociatdrichy, when become well indicated in the social
aspects, may come out as great force against

the social suppression exertedtioam by group' A'. The later history of 18th andhl®enturies
proves this. Numerous rational movements emergeédnothe valley with heavy backing of
political ideologies of National movements, and toee most of them was communist
movement led by E.M.S. He was a native of the yallend he spearheaded the social
movements. Another leader was V.T. Bhattatiripaip gave leadership to restructure the
social system of Brahmins in particular. Yet anotleader was K.P. Kesava Menon, who was
the propagandist of Democratic ideologies and leafilndian National Congress.

All these movements and social revolutionary ati&igi had their origin in the social
unrest depicted in the society of the valley by ieeal political activities of chieftancies and
Sthani Families. Another factor is also to be nwrdd. The system in general neglected the
river system and the changes of habitat occurdd migh momentum. The degeneration of the
River Bharatappula had its origin in the peculiacial and cultural evolutions. Nila was only a
sacred water course based on Bhakti.

All these factors enumerated have beenggorous analysis based on available original
source materials of Royal families and feudal fe®si which are unnoticed till this date.
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Village system. identity of Malayalan, origin ofui@al families and their social relations,
evolution of Calicut and Zamorins of Calicut, evitdnn of capital at Calicut and port at Calicut,
environment facilties helped the emergence of Qajort, trade systems, trade relations with
China, emergence of the most powerful cheiftanog, Zamorins, who ruled the land between
Parur in the south and Quilandy on'the North, asdrhportant political activities on the Nila
valley for various political gain.

The social formation and cultural evolatitakes place due to the various forces surveyed
here on geopolitical basis. This can be observetti®@ivasis of statistical distribution tables.
frequecy tables, area wise distribution maps astbtical geography maps prepared. Even
though the major medieval political force was tlamarins and the administrative factors
generally represented as feudal families, therewders of \'arious territories existed prior to
Zamorins sway over the land. They were called dwzays. A few of them such as
Valluvanadu, Nedunganad and Kollengod ,Ire mentianeChera inscriptions. In later period
there appears Vettom, Talappilli,. etc. Again,inigithe later centuries we note Tarakkal,
Kavalappara, Kutiravactom and a few other largelétamilies who controlled the area. Thus,
the geopolitics has to be analyzed vertically tigftoages taking their geopolitical distribution
nature in account. These major political and samailtrolling factors exerted their centrifugal
forces on the central power system., “The Zamorimkey can be viewed as horizontal forces
acted upon the society in various stages of ses@ution. The Zamorins on one side always
tried to consolidate the power; and large famitiether hand tried to centralize the political,
economical and religious powers into themselves. félstors identifed as political

arewidely distributed in the area, with hereditaghts. Thus control over these functionaries nsean
consolidation of power of administrative functioreat Various forces merged together in them and
they are enumerable in number, money, religiongolidical strength which became impossible for
the Zamorins in later periods and the powerful fthiecy collapsed.

The areawise situation is reflected in the Zamopil&ical units such as cherikkals,
devaswams and Bnhmaswams. They are distributedyriaithe BHARATHAPPUZHA RIVER
VALLEY.(In the revenue divisions - Palakkad, Malapam and Trichur Districts.) Thus, distribu-
tion maps, geometrical figures and statistical@abtill bring out the geopolitical forces, whictear
the major factors behind the social and culturaiiations A spatial distribution of them thus brings
out the "Cultural Geography" of the valley. Theadeultural Geography is thus not expressed here
as a distribution of various cultural factors ug tetailed study of the forces which are the tofac
worked as contributory forces behind the sociatfation They are closely observed and the result-
ant is identified. This will help us to understahe society, which was revolving around an'd linked
with the early historical and political evolutiorince such an attempt has not been done in this
dinstinctin related to Kerala culture in gnerak thodel envisaged here become a matter for further
research and indepth study and necessary correction

The cultural geography of the area untigiyshas direct relations to the patterns of vidlag
system, family formation, urbanization trends ceeldby political,commercial, trade and exchange
systems etc of early, medieval and modern periot.eShe earlier work is based on Calicut and
Zamorins of Calicut, the present back ground oftjal streams identified based on various
administrative records becomes the back bone tiduistudies. It is to be pointed out undoubtedly
that Zamorins rule was basically a structure bupdon the Nila river valley landed properties and
Nila Valley society. The power structure revealstthll the major activities of the political system
were mainly depending on the valley for its funotiey.Hence the understanding of the background
political history, termed as GEOPOLITICS of theleglhas much importance.
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We obtain primary source as recorded evidsrand in some cases tabulated accounts of
money and distribution of other items. General afsthese materials as sources only help t
identify important problems and to evaluate their potentials enctltural
formation. As already noted, the features of théyeend medieval societal changes can be brought
out of it. But the actual transformation, the iféeence, influences of different centripetal and
centrifugal forces and the resultant changes abe tidentified. This can be done, using historical
sources made out of the available primary sou@spborating and correlating it with other
historical evidences, social and cultural signgiawailed through field work, local collectionsiino
informant's and other branches of the knowledge. Jéneral primary sources are to be converted
into historical sources. Then the historical sosraee to be analyzed scientifically. The proass
the end will help to see the actual historical etiohary stages and the dynamism of the society.
through ages. A systematic analysis is to be dorse¢ the above social implications of power
structure

existed in the river valley. Thus the primary factd the system, their spatial distributions, statu
maintained by the Political power on economy adigioris activities are to be brought out. Various
hierarchies are seen formed in the society rekatéide infrastructure of the power system.

Zamorins Control and stress on Nila River Valley:

Hierarchical form has four major divisionsvidions 1. Court (royal power group) 2. Land
adminjstrative group (Cerikkal Power System) 3.tPadministration (Maritime trade) 4. Temple
administration group. All these groups are agaiiddd into various sub groups.

Zmorins, the king, was at the top of all these pydical structures. He was the crowned king,
with all royal status. The king gave utmost intpace to the Nila river valley. (Bharathappula
Basin)

Four royal members who assist the Zamorin in athtnation had some special powers.The
Eralpad had power to rule Edathanad on the Niler valley. He ruled the area to protect Zamorins
strategic activities, trade interests and agricaltimportance ofValluvanad, and Palakkad where
paddy cultivation was extensive. This was the neasoannex the Valluvanad: to Zamorins land
too. He ruled the area under the supreme power #Zasamf Calicut. Eralpad had two
administrators under him, who belonged to the ané&sstwhile Nedunganadu and Valluvanadu in
the river valley. Thus, the royal members themselwere there to rule the northern bank of the
river system Nila. No other royal member is seevegipower to administrate any part of the
Zamorins land at any time. They assisted him iro#uministrative works.

The royal palace group consisted of fouryidathas. I) Dharmothu Panicke?). Para Nampi
(3). Tenayancheri Elayathu and (4) Mangatt Achaut. @ these, two of them belonged to the Nila
river valley. Dharmothu Panicker was the head efKlalari where training in fencing was given to
the army. There was no standing army for the Zamsosf Calicut. The men who were well trained
in Kalari system were lived in their own villagesaghed to village fencing schools. The officer in
chargeof these people as a w'hole was Dharmothu Paniklkewas the teacher in training the royal
members too. In coronation ceremonies he wasitinaistic head who hand over the sword to the
king and his subordinates in the royal group .Thificer had his ancestoral house at
Tiruvegappura, on the northern bank of the rivesteaay.Dharmothu Panikkar was honoured
primarily when Zamorin starts his procession toumavaya temple. The Zamorin pay homage to
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Dharmottu Panickkar as RAJAGURU. Another one Pargmiahad his ancestral house at
Rayaranalloor: on the northern bank of the rivdalblayathu

Thus the importance of the area is seerateftl in the administrative system itself, which
accommodates the valley in very high political ssat

The Zamorins family had a head quarters at Ponamame Trukkavil Palace, which was the
ritualistic headquarters of the Nediyirupu SwarcopéZamorins of Calicut).Another palace
complex known as VairaNallur is also identified.Bhe palaces are completely lost for ever.
Analysis of the importance of the headquarters stiaivZamorins second capital at Ponnani on the
river mouth of Bhaaratappula or Nila had many histd

dimensions. They lived most of the time at Ponnamd whenever necessary, Zamorins made royal
visit to Calicut port Head quarters. They never tizenin any records, that the house as 'Calicut'.
All the important deeds have the title Puntura larthe king of Puntura. However, in Calicut there
IS no palace by name Puntura. Another title thedus Nediyiruppu Swaroopam, where
Nediyeruppu is still considered as the earlieseatural house. All the description of the royaltsri
starts with the reference of Ponnani palace, asri®a vayka Trikkavil Kovilakathu irunnarule" -
(The king who resides at Ponnani palace, on Pomnaamimouth). This clearly establish the
importance of the river Nila, the Nila valley anarpunder his rule. When Zamorin annexed
Vettom, who was the ruler of Ponnani area, the Zamuade the Vettom king under his control by
conferring kingship to the Vettom by the Zamorimkelf in the coronation function. No other
feudatory under Zamorins was seen conducting stdichciion and seen delegated their power to
institute them in the coronation ceremony. This nlgsviewed as the Zamorins strategy to establish
his supremacy on the river system and the valley @he situation of the Trukkavil palace is under
grass root level toponymical investigation. Thetuadpa technique of the Palace is also under
investigation for which toponyms are the only seumtaterials available. However such studies
conducted by the author at Calicut, Nediyiruppu Kottakkal and Cranganur (Mahodayapuram
Vastu)had established that such basic considesatuene there in planning Zamorin palace
complexes.

Another important point related to Zamorins andaNilver valley administration is that
Zamorins used to conduct a market mobilizationakunder the name "Mamankam” on the sand
banks of Bharatapula. This was conducted in ewegjve years. A Festival, under the name
"Taipuyam", was also conducted by him yearly. Beftivals were attached to Tirunavaya temple,
a Vaishnavite center:' praised as patalperra kslvgtthe Alwars of 8th - 9th centuries. Thus, the
festival was conducted by him as an act of Bhdkie temple, with its fame as a Vaishnava center
of the south India helped him to make contacts seang for internal market mobilization on main
land. The festival was supposed to be conductddrgyof Vallllvanatu in earlier times and later it
was taken over by Zamorins under the strategic mew of Sahabandarkoya. the head of the
Calicut port; Even though he was a Muslim. he heghbappointed by Zamorin with all ritualistic
status investiture ceremonies. This must have eea to get the support of the Muslim
community as a whole who were great maritime trsti®o. He stood on left hand side of the
Zamorin when Zamorin attended the Mamankam faklasting twenty-seven days. This clearly is
an evidence of the importance of the area for nigmi@motion, the under current aim of the
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festival. As noted earlier, the three major foraes Power, Economy, Religion (Customs and
Manners) They are inseparable in the Zamorins adtration. As far as maritime trade and internal
marketing system is concerned, the involvement o$livh community is also inseparable. They are
seen ritualistically interwoven with the power sture .Earlier it is noted that “writing letter to
MECCA “ itself is a ritual.

The festival was re-enacted on the sand banks otifdwvaya in1999 and 2000, as a
sponsored progra:mme agart of the NILA VALLEY STUDY, after 234 years ohé last
Mamankam conducted by the Zamorins of Calicut.

Recent investigations proved that the Zamorins clafeted the Aryavaisyas who are
Tarakans and Moothans ususally trade intermedéstasi Middle men. These groups are highly
distributed in northern and north eastern part itd River. They are spread over the western valleys
and Ghat area of Palghat. Hence the Ghat will lieuhis control. (see VAANIYAM KULAM
VIINANIIYAM,LOCAL HISTORY Edt: N.M. Nampoothiri,PubKCHR 2002)

Zamorins promoted the temples, Brahmin esgitints and vedic and sastra knowledge in
various ways. He used to conduct Pattathanam,@dasthdiscussion at Tali temple (Calicut) every
year. The most important scholarfamilies particd#dhain the function belonged to the river valley.
Hence he prote~ted a Madom at Tirunavaya to h&mbtahmin families in the valley. The vedic
school is still there and vedic study is being eaartdd. The system was later shifted to Kadavallur
temple on the banks of Nila and the Vedic discussmfind out the greatest scholar in Vedas and
satras is being conducted at Kadavallur templelyesder the name "Kadavallur Anyonyam®. A
few records of Zamorins administration give theadstof Brahmin families, which establishes
Zamorins help in promoting vedic culture.

As a part of promoting original Brahmin settlemetite Zamorins involved in the feud
between Panniyur and Sukapuram, the prosperoumalrigettlements of the valley mentioned in
the 9" cAD Chera Inscriptions. This has various politidahensions too. A survey in this aspect is
almost completed and the most important publicatibWellayude Caritram. a manuscript written
by Vella, member of Panniyur group was already madh study(pub: vallathol vidya peedom
Sukapuram). The manuscript is the first prose mgitin Malayalam literature the first historical
book based on direct evidences written in histbpeaspective and the first biographical writing in
Malayalam. Apart from this the writing is the filisidigeous historical record on Mysoreans' attack
on Malabar. The interference of the Mysoreans iraldiar altogether changed the social situations
of South Malabar, particularly Nila river valley. .

Pattathanam was in the outset seem to beatyyfunction to promote the vedic and sastraic
knowledge It involved a legal administration conteagarding the dealings of Bhrustu and such
other criminal offences by Brahmins and other gasfahe highest status in the c,Iste hierarchy. In
certain cases regarding Brustu. the pattathaa@men making final decisions and those who
violated religious scriptures were seen made ostecost of the Brustu cases are seen occurren in
the" Nila basin. More than two hundred records veaiéected related to it. The problem needs
micro-level enquiries because this criminal offem@es widely spread on the valley compare to
othe"r places in Kerala because large number dfifBiia families settled in the valley. The head of
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the Brahmin community was Alvancheri Tamprakal aib was the priest to corollate the
Zamorins. He and priests priests like Kudall ur Igaothiri and Pumulli nalllpoothiry ilnd such
other aristocratic Brahmin families who were pard @arcel of Zamorins administration were also
have their ancestoral houses on the valley.

. The situation reveals that all these aristocradicifies were manipulating the administration
under the pretext of Bhakti, religious observanets It is important that many criminal offences
were also seen discussed in the Menayam, an oggamizheaded by Mangattu Achan. Most of the
incidents were taken place in the cerikkals of ki@ river valley. This adds another importance to
the relation of political power and the river valldt is suspected that the legal code of conduct.
Vyavaharamala, written in Sanskrit based on Sanskti texts was an out come of the Zamorins
rule. Two texts of the Vyavaharamala from a collection oforels of Punnasseri family was brought
to lime light by me. Punnasseri Nambis were offscef the Eralpad, and the family has ancestoral
house in the valley at Pattambi. The Vyavaharantelds are seen edited and translated into
Malayalam with a notable commentary. One of thdstexprobably the earlier copy - is not dated.
The second one is datekB16 AD, and the name of the translator is also givehisTinding
establishes that the feudal chieftains and feualilfes followed the legal text for administrative
purposes.

Zamorins court poets were known as PathinettartkhiviZamorins promoted all branches of
know ledge such as Vyakaranam. Vvedantam etc. Tiwyded 9 poets from Tiruvegappura, five
poets-from Payyur and Kakkasseri Bhattatiri. Aliteém belonf': to the areas on the banks of Nila.
From all these it is evident that the Zamorins hadny interests in the valley . This royal
protection and promotion received by the area ks@wn impacts in the formation of social and
cultural trends in the river valley.

The factors related to the administration of Chiaalk and ports are the most important political
tools that widely spread over the land of Zamoriespecially on the Nila river valley. The
administration had its pivotal point at the tempdesDevaswoms and Brahmanical institution such
as Brahmasvoms. Each and every village had Brhmasw®evaswoms and ruling feudal
aristocratic families related to them.

The titles and related social aspects

The Cherikkal administration had three adstiative groups. Cherikkal administration was
headed by Talacharnur who will be "Sthani" of ad@ufamily. Sthani means one who obtained a
sthanam or status, from the head of the state.€Tiere various kinds of ‘Sthanam” or status
distributed by the king. Talacharnor Nayar. PatgddaTalalcappu Nayar, Koyma, Menokki,
Menon,Ezhuthachan. Kaimal. Koya. Marakkar. etc nerrg more than twenty. It is very
significant that most of these titles became caataes in later period. Menon status was given to a
number of families and it is seen that Menons becaaste title of a large group of families.
Marakkar was given to some other families later &k&ear: became a group title under caste system
among fishermen. The observation that the casés tiecame rigid according to the political
economical, religious power inherited and vestethe@m time to time is yet to be enquired and at
present it can be noted only as a probability. Hevgthe title distribution to each functionary in
the administration had far and wide social impant & divided the society into different
hierarchies on economic, political and religioysyalistic grounds.(seelist 1)
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Titles and Joint Family System:

These titles were hereditory rights and familieshiobtained the titles continued to use them to
express their power, economic and religious positiathout break. They got a number of
privileges in the society. The hierarchy of thevieiged groups are enormous, and the law of
inheritance based on Purushantaram rightAanantharam rights were political back bones of these
groups. Thus male members of each family obtaihedsticcession rights. These succession rights
were also approved legally by the head of the stageZamorins court. It is seen that the eldest of
male members of such families received the titiwgroas the hea.d of the family and got the right
to implement political responsibilities in CherilkkaHe was called "Mutta" - the eldest legally. The
younger member next to the "Mutta" became 'Elayhus title and rights were distributed like
'‘Calappurathu Mutta Nayar' and 'Calappurathu Eldggar’. The youngsters or "Anantiravars",
even up to forty in number in each family were semmeiving these privileges. They are all eligible
to share the money and rights in later days anéditary right enabled them to sustain all
previleges. It is thus opened the way to form jdarnily system, with great social, political and
economic power.

Reasons for emergance of joint family systeam not yet been historically dealt with
the studies of Kerala culture. Hence the findiregated to emergence of privileged groups
under Titles, and spread of joint family systemnglavith matrilenial inheritance system
becomes very important in the social formationhaf IKerala society.

Aspects of matrilineal system

Matrilenial system was supposed to leegdneral inheritance law, followed by a very
large sector of the society especially Nairs of &halr. It is observed, by scholars. that the
system became so prevalent to protect the weakifarhily and to protect the wealth from
dividing and distributing it to other families. Thearriage 'system in joint- families is thus
of prime importance. In a Nair family even aftee tmarriage. the female remained in her
ancestral home and the husband used to visit lmasmnally. This enabled the ancestral
family of the female, to protect the wealth fromriding it and separating a unit of family
out of the ancestral family. with the wedded laBiynce the husband is only a visitor,
without any right on the wealth of the female, thealth of the female remained in her own
family and was always handled' by the male memdbietise ancestral family. This generated
the right ofwealth goes to the' Ananthiravansherm;de children of the female members
and these females are sisters of the head of teeh{&aranavar) The younger brothers of
that karanavar are the holders of the succesgiybi Iegally approved and ritualisticaliy
given to them by the political power as hereditogirt which might have brought strained
relations. Thus the joint family system emerged &gy to sustain and protect the wealth,
power and religious status etc - the privilegegeneral, in a Sthani family. "Anantharam”
became the right and female members had no righteatth.

Aspects of Sambandham :

This important social institution brougtat Kind of sambandhdhin families other than
Brahmins. The system of Sambandham was there imnBrs community. Brahmins had also used
this to protect the wealth and power of family wéthme differences. Even though there are many
differences in the functioning of the system, samtham and joint family in Brahmins were to
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protect the wealth of family second aim was to kibeppurity of rituals in the family. This
generally led to the evolution of Brahmin societgar the centralization of power, wealth and
religious rights.

. Brahmin feuds of earliest original Grama settlernaitKerala in Taliparampu and Perinchellur
where matrilineal system existed were also to baved in the light of the above situations. The
settlements existed in the 9th century AD, durimgrule of Cheras of Mahodayapuram. Later it is
seen that a group of Bramin families numbering @3Bagara’, left the settlements after long feud
between others and migrated to central Travanédrether Brahmin settlements except the two
mentioned above followed Pat'riarchal System. Thgses of feuds existed in settlements of
matrilineal type too. It is to be enquired whettier inheritance law followed by the Brahmins had
any contribution in the feuds between the Gramasne@lly it is viewed that these were based a
Saiva and Vaishnava friction. Such analysis is semey to understand the famous fetid between
Panniyoor and S ukapunun gramas on the river valheler study. Social institutions like bhrashtu
etc. has deep roots in this type of. social evohgiof early ages. Caste formation, joint family
system, matrilineal and patriarchal system of iitaece laws, saml)andham, brushtu and other caste
and smruti-based legal code of conducts etc arerrdgnamism of the social formation. generated
by the political power structure. They had theigimrs in-various social contexts created by the
feudal setup of Kerala model.

Temple System:

. Another impacts of this kind of power structurgétigious activities. customs and manners of
different section of the society are also to bevei@ here. As mentioned earlier, the function of
religious centers in the administration - civilndacriminal thus become very important. The power
was implemented through the temples generally knasvBbevaswams. There existed a hierarchical
system of administration in temples to implemenhioral laws and civil laws including revenue
collection. The Devaswams were 28 in number, undech more than four hundred temples were
accommodated. Large temples are the center of &tration where all the administrations are
done under the headship of Talacharnor, the pohapiex authority of Cherikkal administration.
Under the Talacharnor or Cherikkal karyasthanth&llDevaswams in a Cherikkal functioned. In
each Devaswam there was a Koyma to look after alyetdday affairs of the temples. Under him
there was temple accountants and other templergsraad functionaries. There was enormous
landed properties annexed to temples as DevaswanTaus, the Talacharnor and Koyma were
the powerful administrators in this Temple cente@éetrikkal administration with hereditory right
and power of sword. Most of the functionaries urtiem had also hereditary rights and privileges
as religious and political sthanis. All these faeslthus distributedillages also form highly
privileged group and they themselves

had some political, economical and religious ati&si.
Temples and Revenue Collection: Bhakti and TempltsA

Revenue collection was made as share of thesdproduce from the lands, leased to various
grou ps of people under all castes except thew@grral laborers of lowest classes tribals and
aboriginals. Most of them are at present undestheduled casts and scheduled tribes. Even the
castes under other backward classes had land s@ (as Pattom) was given. The center of
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revenue collection in Cherikkals was called kalamgranaries. Share of the produce fixed by
the ruler through the Talacharnar was the tax giwehe ruler or state treasury. Share'of
produce from paddy cultivation was made as paddicerwhereas the share of produces of
garden land and commercial crops were collecteéerms of money. All collections were done
at the center called Kalam, and kalams were inkbriattached to temple premises. They were
seen invariably protected by Kalari or fencing swh@he kalari was the center of training the
‘Lokar", the soldiers of the royal system. Thuspgmkalam and kalari formed a single unit of
royal power, which controlled the matters rela@the revenue and other incometo the royal
system. Talacharnar and koyma, after making tinei@ expenses of salaries, temple rituals
and ceremonies. the amount of balance is remibt¢taket royal treasury. There was no
centralized treasury or granary- at the head gusareen theugh minting of money was done.
by the royal family. The revenue collection was elas a well disciplined-ritual. in the premises
of the temple complex and hence there was no probfeany protest in giving the fixed
revenue. In many case, a fixed revenue was rahtiteoyal family by the Talacharnor, and the
amount was seen stated in the royal writs servélgetdSthanis' during the investiture function of
sthanis. An important factor here is that even mereecollection had obtained a ritualistic
capacity and strength of Bhakti. The Zamoringl6th century, had given shape to an art form
called Krishnanattom, to mobilize and establishsaectity of revenue payment by the lease
holders. This must be viewed as some obstructidnshavere emerging out in the payment of
revenue. The visual akrishnanattamwas conducted in temples, feudal families andrkalaand
during the enactment days. lease holders were boupay the tax at such centers. This shows
that even the art form Kathakali, a later form eisknanattom had its roots in the power
implementation strategies. Various temple arts kikethu, Koodiyattam etc had its origin
during these days and all such arts, visual anerayfpes had their origin and development in
the river valley, associated with the trends inpkss created by the feudal rule. The temple art
forms like Kathakali, Kutiyattam, Koothu and Krisdmattam were promoted by feudal families
and they nourished and developed in Kerala beaafube trends of the NILA river valley.

Consolidation of Society in temples

A significant finding in this temple centdredministration is that, the central power
Zamorins directly promoted Koothu and Krishnanattaamd no other art form is seen
conducted by the royal family purely in their teegpldirectly or they didn't made expenditure
in temples for conducting them from their treas@y the other hand, the "Royal family” as
very particular to accommodate folk rituals andkfarts and folk festivals in the 'Kavu' or
shrines and temples. Annual expenditure statenme@ach centre spread on the valley kept by
the royal family shows that pooram, pooyam and rotbgtivals, kummatti, tira, pampinkalam,
kalameluthum pattum and Ramayanam koothu (a shadayy etc are all seen conducted in
temples annually as a part of temple ritual. Mbr@nttwenty-five such types of folk ritualistic
arts were promoted in this way.

Temple became the pivotal point of the sgdietvarious aspects. It was onbontinuation
of the temple centered rule by the Cheras of Mayeolaram, where the Brahmins obtained
upper hand in all functions of the society. Thisrpoted the Great culture with far reaching
results in the society. Ultimate result was rigidif caste, wide spread segmentation of society
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based on caste, vedic and puranic culture, cesdtadn of political and economic power and
ritualistic status. The temples accommodated fallals in temple activities and orthodox
religious ri tuals as noted earlier. Apart fromtffaagreat number of non Aryan worshipping
centres were annexed to the temples of Aryan wopshg nature of Puranic Gods ritualistically
which made the society to fedghat they are part and parcel of the general palistructures
power etc., and in the society on the basis oalstuBhakthi and 'religious observances
spreading and dissemination of knowledge was ih suway that Dravidic aspects are
superimposed by non-dravidic aspects. Graduallyper reference society as a whole was
strongly connected to temples and they becamepbericlass with privilege to enter the temple
to be in service of temple higher caste status@ne. of the major factors, which lead to this
type of fragmentation, was the ownership of landariease. The labour class - agricultural
labourers. labourers of market etc. had no oppiyttm make income out of land or use the
land with legal ownership. The higher group thualtp became the land owned class and the
other became landless. The segmentation, becam@hdmumerous due to the religious
discipline. A hard rule came into existence by ndfgttam' and "out caste". As noted earlier,
the higher groups who were in administration ofgesa and Cherikkals spread far and wide
with land ownership or with land under lease. NiNer valley thus provides enormous
possibility to understand the social formation efmental nature.

The architectural patterns of the residendefewdal families also deserve some remarks
here. A study of a few temples and families hagaaly proved that the feudal families
followed some patterns of temple architecture ieirthNalukettu system of buildings.
Nalukettu, Ettukettu etc constructed by Brahminifees and other higher castes like Nayars,
Menons etc are clearly constructed. for accommodgbint family with a number of small
units of families. There were worshipping centefsliéferent deities in the house as family
deities, or even separate rooms were allotted

for worshipping purposes. Annual functions and reng rituals of religious nature were also seen
conducted in these families. This shows the impéthe temple centered Social system and the
influence of religious activities even in familytagp. A few papers are prepared on this problem and
a few scholars are working to bring out the impottf@atures of the architectural developments.

Technical literature

A set of papers collected on all aspects of Grelitie in the valley is at present under further
enquiries. Development of Bhakthi lit.erature teichhliterature and secular writings of the
valley has been discussed in these papers. Amanggthnical literature Ayurveda and
Jyothisasthra shows very high influence in the afgarveda deserve special attention here.
Kerala Ayurveda development is unique in the natlire medical science was promoted by
Astavydyas who learned Astamga hrudaya for theuioz profession and there are families in
large number as traditional Ayurveda scholarss Haid that the Ayurveda type of medical
treatment had strong relations to Buddhists orakagettled in the valley. Investigations prove
that the Jaina or Budha religious activities wensted in certain areas. Some primary enquires
regarding the traditional families who practice Ayeda such as Vaidyamadam, Alathurnampi,
Pulamanthol Moosad etc have completed and rigdiieleswork is under way for collecting
local history of Ayurveda. The most important faynivho traditionally belonged to the practice
of Jyotisha, Jyotisastra and architecture was Kzaypur namboodiris, and a survey on their
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history is almost over f:unilies .

Need of compararative study with Chera period

It is important to state that all these sociesgexts had deep roots in the period of Cheras of
Mahodayapuram. Thus. an evaluation of comparattuatsons of early and medieval periods
become necessary. There are enormous signifiehei€hera inscriptions @5AD - 1125 AD that
Brhamins settlers were in administration and helfpedformation of reference society, Trends of
segmentation of the society or Caste and Religitiunensions etc. are already evaluated by
scholars. The chera inscriptions establish thakthas a system of administration where the court
included representatives of Bhramins from all 3gioal settlements. They were grouped under 4
kalakams and the representatives of kalakams wetreei4 Tali.. which existed in the capital, at
Mahodayapuram namely Meltali, Kiilttali, Cingapuedi and Netiyatali. It is said that Panniyoor the
prosperous original Brahmin settlement on the bafriKila was one of the Kalakams. Kalakam was
a Bhramin organization. and training of arms wasd of kalakam at the Temple, the headquarters
of kalakam. The Panniyoor temple premises shovegs$raf architectnai structures once existed to
accommaodate large number of people according ta Bahmins. An enquiry in to the matter may
bring out even the kalakam in its full details

As noted earlier this is the first analysi$?ower structure and social formation of
Medieval history of Kerala..The problem of sociairhation is discussed in the background
of Local administration of Zamorins of Calicut Tlkeestuations are only some evolutionary
stages of the early situations.Therefore this bdsetre —evaluated with a comparative study
of CHERA POWER STRUCTURE..

Power structure : Land and Sthani Groups :
Market, Paddy field, Temples and Shrines - Hierarchical Nature

Power structure :  Sthani System : Social Hierarchy and Land relations

} Zamorin
Lard

ly privileged groups
3 ’ Kovilakam Sthanees
Asthanam Karyastha Sthanees
1
|

Ara
leged groups Tura '
Angadi Angadi
Temple
|
Sthanees Sthanlees
I
Koya arnor
Tura Marakkar ralanayar
Koyma

Manisham etc.

Breaking Point - Landless Groups

rivileged groups Market Labour Class Cherikkal Land Labour Clas



Man - Land Inter

Field : Smallest unit of Land
Valappukal
I__¥——__ﬁ*_—_——i—*_l__*____—_%_[
Vayal Purayidam/Parambu Parambu
Paddy Field House Plots Cashcrop Field
Staple food producticn Cashcrop production
Ara Veetu Angadi: Market
Granery Household Tura : Port
o e AN G SR —_—— — _ __Exchange centres_ _ ____
—
ll Spread on Vanpulam and Menpuwulam Land
Mixing of Tinai : Ecozones
: Land Land Land Land Liand Land Land Cand Land Cand ©and Land Land Land Land
|
I Tharavad : House
1 Single and Joint families
I
I Field privacy: Valappu Swakaryatha House privacy Tharavattu Swakaryatha
| Generating Point of Privacies
| Feeling of ones own private land, ones own price of life e
ﬁ Tharavaditham Generating Point l
Bio System Bio Diversity Water Resources Fertility of Soil
Life systerm Life systern Life systert Life system:  Life systern  Life system Life system
T
Houses of Various types as Cultural Units with Customs and Manners
under highly privileged Privileged and un Priviliged groups of people
Social and Caste Hierarchies
R i S
valukettir Koora, Orra veedu, Kovilakam
Sttukettir Kudil, Kudi Kudiyirippus. Kottaram
qalika, Padippura etc.
T T e e e
Kshetram, Kaavu, Kuriala etc.
Other worshipping Burial ground, Ancestcral
worship centres,

centres. Principai
family <eity, Village deity,
Ancestoral deity.

i
Kinar, Kulam, Vishudha Viikshhangal
well, Pond, Sanc[ifiedl Trees etc.

1) Privacy 2) Hereditory right 3) Customary right 4) Customs and Manners
5) Ancestoral Relations 6) Kinship relations 7) Traditions

Single house holds with Items 1 to 7
Joint families with Items 1 to 7
A kind of integration and Interrelalion of Iteins 1 to 7
generate Tharavaditham in all Households or Veetu
These segments form a Village or Desam.
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intra relations. Segmental nature of Land and Society

(To Village or Desam System)
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